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Introduction 
 
 

Traumatic brain injury is a complex disability that challenges States’ abilities to respond to the 
needs of persons with TBI and their families.  These individuals need services that cross multiple 
programs including Medicaid, vocational rehabilitation, employment, education, home health 
care, mental health, substance abuse, and long-term care programs.  Without coordinated systems 
of care, individuals are often placed inappropriately into nursing homes or left to the families to 
care for without much support or assistance.  When families are no longer able to care for these 
individuals, the families turn to the State, which is generally the only resource for these crisis 
situations. 
 
The National Directory of State Government Brain Injury Contacts includes the contact 
information for over 500 State government employees (and other key people) involved in some 
aspect of traumatic brain injury service delivery—from prevention to community reintegration 
and support for individuals with brain injury and their families.  In addition to the 500 plus State 
government employees, the Directory also lists the TBI grantees funded by the U.S. Departments 
of Health and Human Services and Education as well as the almost 200 NASHIA members.  It 
has been put together as a resource for State government employees who are initiating, 
developing, and administering head injury programs, which may be more specialized or unique 
than other State service delivery systems serving persons with disabilities, chronic illnesses, or 
diseases. 
 
The purpose of this directory is to facilitate collaboration and sharing amongst those working to 
improve State services and supports for individuals with brain injury and their families.  The 
purpose is not to compare State efforts.  It is acknowledged that some States are carrying out 
some of these functions through existing Federal/State funded programs, such as developmental 
disabilities and mental health.  Perhaps State agency contacts from these programs can be added 
in the future. 
 
The first edition, the 1997 National Directory of State Government Head Injury Contacts, 
evolved from a list of State contacts compiled by calling State governmental agencies and State 
affiliates of the Brain Injury Association of America.  Soon the directory became a “must have” 
resource for State employees and others interested in contacting State government brain injury 
program administrators.  The directory was published again in 1998, 2000, 2002, and 2003.  This 
is the sixth edition.  The first two directories were compiled, maintained, and produced by the 
Missouri Head Injury Advisory Council on behalf of the National Association of State Head 
Injury Administrators.  NASHIA now maintains an office and staff and is pleased to publish this 
directory for the benefit of its members. 
 
NASHIA members may access a digital version at http://www.nashia.org. 
 
Disclaimer 
The National Directory of State Government Brain Injury Contacts has been compiled to the best 
of our collective knowledge using information presently available in August 2007.  No guarantee 
of completeness or 100 percent accuracy, however, can be given. 
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Overview of Contacts 
 
 

The State Program Contacts section provides the contact person and address corresponding to the 
program.  The explanation for the included programs follow. 
 

Lead Agency 
The designated State agency with the primary authority and 
responsibility for providing brain injury services that may not be 
available through other State programs. 

TBI Statewide Advisory Board/Council 
The chair of the established statewide board or council created to 
facilitate interagency collaboration and citizen participation in 
TBI policy formulation and program implementation. 

BIA Affiliate/Consumer Advocacy 
Group 

The chartered State affiliate of the Brain Injury Association of 
America or the brain injury consumer advocacy group. 

Dedicated Funding State financial accounts established by law and earmarked for 
specific purposes.  Many, but not all, are trust funds. 

Disabilities Prevention Program 
Primary or secondary disabilities program, which includes brain 
injury, as the result of a grant from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

Education The special education contact for traumatic brain injury. 

Injury Control Program State health agency injury control program. 

Medicaid State Plan TBI Services 
State Medicaid Plan that details eligibility standards; type, 
amount, duration, and scope of services; payment rates, quality 
assurance; and program administration for individuals with TBI. 

Medicaid Waiver 

Home and Community-based Services 1915(c) Waiver or 
program (e.g., Vermont) in which States are permitted to waive 
one or more of the Social Security Act requirements for statewide 
availability, income and resource standards, comparability of 
services, and equal provision of services. 

Other State Funding (Appropriations) 
State funding appropriated specifically for brain injury services.  
This does not refer to State match under the Medicaid program or 
vocational rehabilitation program or a dedicated trust fund. 

Protection and Advocacy System 
The entity in each State that provides legally-based advocacy 
services to individuals with brain injury and their families in order 
to protect, promote, and expand their rights. 

Registry/Surveillance 
State brain injury registry or surveillance system.  (This does not 
refer to hospital discharge data or other data systems that the State 
may have.) 

Service Coordination/Case 
Management 

State service coordination/case management/resource facilitation 
services specifically for individuals with traumatic brain injury. 

Veterans Affairs The State Veterans Affairs contact for traumatic brain injury. 

Vocational Rehabilitation The vocational rehabilitation contact for traumatic brain injury. 
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