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Have a Safe and Happy Labor Day Weekend!

Administration

Biden Announces Nominee for RSA Commissioner

Today, President Biden announced Danté Allen as his nomination for the Commissioner of the
U.S. Department of Education’s Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA). He currently
serves as the executive director for CalABLE, California’s qualified Federal ABLE Act savings
and investment program for people with disabilities. Mr. Allen has also served as a
communications leader in the public and private sector, including positions for the California
Department of Public Health’s newly formed Office of Health Equity and Kaiser Permanente,
where he served as the Communications Director for the organization’s senior operations
executive.

Born with Spina bifida, and a fulltime wheelchair user, Mr. Allen is a staunch proponent of
disability rights and equity. He has been a champion for the reduction of health/healthcare and
financial disparities, especially among people of color and people with disabilities. He serves as
a board member for Resources forIndependent Living, Sacramento, a nonprofit that supports
the needs of peoplewith disabilities to live as independently as possible. He has also contributed
in leadership roles in employee resource groups for people with disabilities throughout his
career. Mr. Allen received his undergraduate degree from the University of California at Davis
and a master's degree at The University of Southern California's Annenberg School of
Journalism and Communication.

DOL Releases August Jobs Report

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) Jobs Report released today indicates that the
employment-to-population ratio for people with disabilities (ages 16-64) increased slightly from
34.4 percent in July to 34.6 percent in August (up 0.6 percent or 0.2 percentage points). For
people without disabilities (ages 16-64), the employment-to-population ratio decreased slightly
from 75.0 percent in July to 74.6 percent in August (down 0.5 percent or 0.4 percentage points).
The employment-to-population ratio, a key indicator, reflects the percentage of people who are
working relative to the total population (the number of people working divided by the number of
people in the total population multiplied by 100.

“The employment-to-population ratio for people with disabilities has remained steadily above
historic highs for the past twelve months,” said John O’Neill, PhD, director of the Center for
Employment and Disability Research at Kessler Foundation. “This is encouraging for now,” he
added, “considering the growing concerns about recession.”

HHS Awards Youth Mental Health Grants
Today, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), through the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), announced that it awarded
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$40.22 million in youth mental health grants throughout the month of August. This includes $5.3
million from American Rescue Plan (ARP) funding intended to address pandemic-related
stressors that have increased mental health conditions among younger Americans. HHS also
announced $47.6 million in new grant funding opportunities developed from the Bipartisan Safer
Communities Act.

The $40.22 million in grant funds awarded by HHS in August includes:

1. $13.9 million total ($5.3 million from ARP funding)for Project Advancing Wellness and
Resiliency in Education (AWARE), to develop a sustainable infrastructure for school-
based mental health programs and services that promote the healthy social and
emotional development of school-aged youth and prevent youth violence in school
settings.
$1.5 million for Statewide Family Networks, to enhance the capacity of statewide
mental health family-controlled organizations to engage with family members/primary
caregivers who are raising children, youth, and young adults with serious emotional
disturbance (SED)
$7.3 million for Community Programs for Outreach and Intervention with Youth and
Young Adults at Clinical High Risk for Psychosis, to identify, prevent, intervene,
and/or lessen the impact of psychotic disorders in youth and adults 25 and younger who
are at clinical high risk for psychosis, and to provide evidence-based interventions in a
trauma-informed manner to prevent the onset of psychosis.
$3.6 million for Mental Health Awareness Training grants (MHAT), to prepare and
train individuals including school personnel, emergency first responders, law
enforcement, veterans, armed services members and their families to recognize the
signs and symptoms of mental disorders, particularly serious mental illness (SMI)
and/or serious emotional disturbances (SED); establish linkages with school- and/or
community-based mental health agencies to refer individuals with the signs or
symptoms of mental illness to appropriate services; train emergency services
personnel, law enforcement, fire department personnel, veterans, and others to identify
persons with a mental disorder and employ crisis de-escalation techniques; and
educate individuals about resources that are available in the community for individuals
with a mental disorder.
$11.3 million for Expansion and Sustainability of the Comprehensive Community
Mental Health Services for  Children with Serious Emotional
Disturbances (Systems of Care), to improve mental health outcomes for children and
youth, birth through age 21, with SED and their families. This program supports the
implementation, expansion, and integration of the System of Care (SOC) approach by
creating sustainable infrastructure and services that are required as part of the
Comprehensive Community Mental Health Services for Children and their Families
Program (also known as the Children’s Mental Health Initiative or CMHI).

SAMHSA Awards Grants for Overdose Prevention

On International Overdose Awareness Day, August 31, the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) through the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) announced $79.1 million in overdose prevention grants, are being
awarded. The $79.1 million in grant funding comprises:

e $14.5 million for First Responders-Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery
Support Services Act, which provides resources to first responders and others to train,
carry and administer federally approved drugs and devices foremergency reversals of
known or suspected opioid overdoses.
$7.1 million for Rural Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Training Grants, which
help rural areas recruit and train EMS personnel with a focus on addressing mental and
substance use disorders.
$8.2 million forTargeted Capacity Expansion: Special Projects, to implement
targeted strategies for the provision of substance use disorder (SUD) or co-occurring
disorder (COD) harm reduction, treatment, and/or recovery support services to support
an under-resourced population or unmet need identified by the community.
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$1.5 million for Provider’'s Clinical Support System — Universities to provide
resources to train graduate-level students in medical, physician assistant, nurse
practitioner and other eligible nursing programs in treating opioid use disorders (OUD)
and in prescribing medications for opioid use disorder (MOUD) in office-based settings.
$12.1 million for Services Grant Program for Residential Treatment for Pregnant
and Postpartum Women, which provides pregnant and postpartum women and their
children with comprehensive substance-use treatment and recovery support services
across residential and outpatient settings. This year's awards mark the expansion of
program services to fathers, partners and other family members.

$3 million for the Strategic Prevention Framework for Prescription Drugs (SPF Rx)
grant program, which provides funds for state agencies, territories and tribal entities to
target prescription drug misuse. The program raises awareness about the dangers of
sharing medications, about fake or counterfeit pills sold online, and about over-
prescribing.

$32.7 million for Medication-Assisted Treatment — Prescription Drug and Opioid
Addiction, which provides resources to help expand and enhance accessto MOUD and
to decrease illicit opioid use and prescription opioid misuse.

DOL Awards Funding for NDI to Operate Policy Development Center

The U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) has announced the award of $8 million to support a four-
year cooperative agreement with the National Disability Institute (NDI) to operate a policy
development center focused on employment for people with disabilities. Administered by the
department’s Office of Disability Employment Policy (ODEP), the cooperative agreement awards
about $2 million each year, with a total availability of approximately $8 million during its 48-month
term. Funded under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act, the center will complement
the work of ODEP’s National Center on Leadership for the Employment and Economic
Advancement of People with Disabilities.

The institute and Social Policy Research Associates — a provider of evaluation, organizational
development and facilitation services — will establish and manage the policy development center.
It will seek to promote greater and more equitable access to WIOA programs and services,
competitive integrated employment opportunities and economic advancement resulting in
improved outcomes forindividuals with disabilities. Learn more about ODEP.

HUD Releases Allocations for New Stability Vouchers

This week, the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) issued a notice about
the allocation strategy and program requirements fornew “stability vouchers.” The $43 million
will support roughly 4,000 new vouchers, will incentivize public housing agencies (PHAs) to
collaborate with Continuums of Care and victim service providers, and will encourage
communities to use a coordinated, Housing First approach.

The stability vouchers are part of a first-of-its-kind package of resources for unsheltered and
rural homelessness. Like the emergency housing vouchers funded by the American Rescue
Plan, the stability vouchers offer more flexibility in housing options. To be eligible, a PHA must
currently administer a Housing Choice Voucher program. To receive stability vouchers, email
StabilityVouchers@hud.gov no later than October 20 to express interest in the non-
competitive program. Read the full announcement.

Reports and Resources

CMS Releases Report on Medicaid Beneficiaries Who Use LTSS

On Monday, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) released a report on
"Medicaid Beneficiaries Who Use Long-Term Services and Supports.” This brief explores use of
long-term services and supports (LTSS) across different home and community-based services
(HCBS) and institutional categories during calendar year 2019. This report provides data to
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support States and stakeholders in making data-based decisions, responding to rebalancing
trends, and planning for growthin HCBS.

The brief describes how the use of the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARP) section 9817
service categories can help States to better understand their populations’ access to HCBS. CMS
found that 8.8 million Medicaid beneficiaries across 51 States received LTSS through FFS or
MC delivery systems in 2019. Of these, 1.7 million beneficiaries (19.0 percent) received
institutional services, 7.4 million (84.3 percent) received HCBS, and 0.3 million (3.3 percent)
received both. Learn more here.

ARCH Reports on State Lifespan Respite Grant Activities

The ARCH National Respite Network has published its report, “State Summaries of Lifespan
Respite Grant Activities and Outcomes Final Reports, FY2017-FY2020.” The report highlights
outcomes, accomplishments, successful partnerships and lessons learned. ARCH also recently
prepared State summaries of FY 2020 and FY 2021 funded Lifespan Respite proposals.

The ARCH newsletter this week featured activities in two States:

1) In August, the Arkansas Lifespan Respite grantee released the 2022 Arkansas Caregiver
Feedback Preliminary Data Report. The purpose of this study was to provide Arkansas
caregivers a platform to provide input and feedback into a caregiver's environment and
their overall understanding of respite supports available to them, while collecting
preliminary demographic and quantitative data to determine future activities and services
to reduce caregiver stress and promote caregiver overall health.

The top five (5) identified care recipient primary diagnoses (n=371) reported included the
following: Developmental/Intellectual Developmental Disability (DD/IDD) (20%, n=76),
Alzheimer's or other dementias (14%, n=52), Cancer (10%, n=37), Mental/Emotional
liness or Depression (9%, n=35), and Brain Damage/Injury and other Neurological (6%,

n=23). Other neurological diagnosis includes Lou Gehrig’s Disease (ALS), seizure
disorders, multiple sclerosis, and spinal muscular atrophy.

2) The University of Wisconsin published the research brief, Families Under Stress:
Assessing Caregivers' Adaptation, Coping and Resilience through the Covid-19
Pandemic examines family caregivers’ experiences during the pandemic in Wisconsin
from May 2020 to June 2021. The findings of this brief can help to provide a better
understanding of the challenges of caregiving and how to support caregivers during
stressful events. A brief, plain language summary is also available. The Respite Care
Association of Wisconsin was listed as a resource to help caregivers in need of respite
care. A companion brief on the experiences of parents of children with and without
special healthcare needs is also available.

TBIMS Investigator Interviewed by Kaiser Health News

Joseph T. Giacino, PhD, principal investigator for the NIDILRR-funded Spaulding-Harvard
Traumatic Brain Injury Model System Center, was interviewed for an article, Cognitive
Rehab May Help Older Adults Clear Covid-Related Brain Fog, in Kaiser Health News.
Cognitive rehabilitation is therapy for people whose brains have been injured by concussions,
traumatic accidents, strokes, or neurodegenerative conditions such as Parkinson’s disease. Dr.
Giacino discussed how the repetitive tasks of restorative cognitive rehabilitation help the brain
rebuild connections afterit is injured, similar to building muscle.

Academy Publishes Resource on Respite Care and Adult Day Services in MLTSS

Last Friday, the National Academy for State Health Policy unveiled a new map that explores
how States cover respite care and adult day services through Medicaid Managed Long-Term
Services and Supports (MLTSS) — including who is eligible for these services and how States
cap respite services. Nearly half of States use MLTSS to provide services for older adults and
adults with physical disabilities — and while all these States coverrespite and adult day services,
some give managed care organizations greater flexibility to provide these services.



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tDAeMxEe1XiZoCb95ebPedrkg0FpaDXlMap3q4GKOMJt4pJ72BJvlTEeT5X9dw0zIhCpT-uPPN5kPHRP3xiaUKvfW2YHBeUn_kBQjMJfa-k1HSJRq7WTGaotPPk71CABK42xei_18yQK6OxLSrowB0_0r3xIQdOBtb9H1fCoy5Nnf_GSIhy3JMm5upQ0NN18UzliMt3MLcGtgWO-yJLKO-QusPUFYXIMp3mkCIAhOeQz7TRn9hiLQA==&c=weEmeNrL8X0GXK5msKusSEGsQM0ceANb0IS1avS-3pzv5pl9p3_Ebg==&ch=LZLKxNTn7o1IYnlqymILmbsg5otaMUjevdDoWSXenEiT5BRgFu5YUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tDAeMxEe1XiZoCb95ebPedrkg0FpaDXlMap3q4GKOMJt4pJ72BJvlTEeT5X9dw0zSv3DT661OszL8fN5INtHIW6uwJ-sp-jamsbEyY1dSmpDAHJDvHD7RVmU53Qurj6slXkh2pKs3EBx0mJHES2gfj7-4QylbsQdhyu6ODt5T5gf-3cIswvt12su6BX8_08mV8Ae7LD9VWcncTNEVZWzleD-0C0dePhFuIRueM6Oi00_-q2wkEdEvhBQnOeMW0cE5noclETjJtnE1-o2tPzRg1NohS87TNcy1LG6Io-85JE=&c=weEmeNrL8X0GXK5msKusSEGsQM0ceANb0IS1avS-3pzv5pl9p3_Ebg==&ch=LZLKxNTn7o1IYnlqymILmbsg5otaMUjevdDoWSXenEiT5BRgFu5YUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tDAeMxEe1XiZoCb95ebPedrkg0FpaDXlMap3q4GKOMJt4pJ72BJvlQiXcrSrtcxLZDhJ0HL-wKBb6lBTV5lSm8GQWHWB8ZRZUNcAjKk4eMFTai9asbf4Y7P8BSq1vlujEN0375xEBErQUpXqF4funYbqTRIl1msDj_FYUbqtIic=&c=weEmeNrL8X0GXK5msKusSEGsQM0ceANb0IS1avS-3pzv5pl9p3_Ebg==&ch=LZLKxNTn7o1IYnlqymILmbsg5otaMUjevdDoWSXenEiT5BRgFu5YUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tDAeMxEe1XiZoCb95ebPedrkg0FpaDXlMap3q4GKOMJt4pJ72BJvlTEeT5X9dw0z4trDxFyPVstrfFiG_VxLuzKEbMjhWndvYU7NsUv04UKRw7qp4-SAyBVkQzQRl00nJrN8MOyRZvxtxWZIs9ugqcV09RlvWsNckJspQt2TnW6tYbTFnXGmjEITZH3pW1qvIjLkj5FmGz3ViAxj7nZkxzvJiRKsJy2Knrg0KDng6m6eUHlTeqJ5g2KHDAHuV9KzgBCASSbwSUNZ24z459tselPqb9NTiYT_caEYDi9VVmeMcdnUjBOpG7hF7WZo8KsQ&c=weEmeNrL8X0GXK5msKusSEGsQM0ceANb0IS1avS-3pzv5pl9p3_Ebg==&ch=LZLKxNTn7o1IYnlqymILmbsg5otaMUjevdDoWSXenEiT5BRgFu5YUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tDAeMxEe1XiZoCb95ebPedrkg0FpaDXlMap3q4GKOMJt4pJ72BJvlTEeT5X9dw0z4trDxFyPVstrfFiG_VxLuzKEbMjhWndvYU7NsUv04UKRw7qp4-SAyBVkQzQRl00nJrN8MOyRZvxtxWZIs9ugqcV09RlvWsNckJspQt2TnW6tYbTFnXGmjEITZH3pW1qvIjLkj5FmGz3ViAxj7nZkxzvJiRKsJy2Knrg0KDng6m6eUHlTeqJ5g2KHDAHuV9KzgBCASSbwSUNZ24z459tselPqb9NTiYT_caEYDi9VVmeMcdnUjBOpG7hF7WZo8KsQ&c=weEmeNrL8X0GXK5msKusSEGsQM0ceANb0IS1avS-3pzv5pl9p3_Ebg==&ch=LZLKxNTn7o1IYnlqymILmbsg5otaMUjevdDoWSXenEiT5BRgFu5YUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tDAeMxEe1XiZoCb95ebPedrkg0FpaDXlMap3q4GKOMJt4pJ72BJvlTEeT5X9dw0zfjQbfl8sK_iRyA7AxvZrGaLwqdYZAl4PzWo0dMCrDu97CU7G1cxfg_vCgauTLJNFTf77mYOBaCrX7yLOgOxwU2Flo-1r7p54SzyiUjEGGDZ87t7--rJTU9j_DdRrtn4wjiGXsYffNw3K16I_jzL29UITm6cLby83fDmihyrDwnmQiFJUUmtBaU6ohGB8Mm1VlJDmLrqh10b-nN-YY9S7FNMMrz-NfDXWlmWylrIcVJSS1GiP1wV1_D4n5hixVWrqeQHPKcE3IOmpPcAwRogDftCdH-yT4sHYcLXv9IsxshGWKKlMqgsLGhwTsEPFEeIo47EDE2qTeNA3efZ2qoV1OgUcU_b8Fqs65gCK-Hoha0u0RiK-XUVU9xqYnZuUPJVKZ66Y3qlO5ApfKjbJQWdk_pBEAzd50J5uzybIH-p8_52lmT7Z2gsZJRXx_yoElTzXyaKQ2DPcXhCC_1JhqNOKQtUleia7cLcr&c=weEmeNrL8X0GXK5msKusSEGsQM0ceANb0IS1avS-3pzv5pl9p3_Ebg==&ch=LZLKxNTn7o1IYnlqymILmbsg5otaMUjevdDoWSXenEiT5BRgFu5YUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tDAeMxEe1XiZoCb95ebPedrkg0FpaDXlMap3q4GKOMJt4pJ72BJvlTEeT5X9dw0zoRJbqBpQ0crnBmknJFHaZiQxvl51KobTQJR-c4J_pov1AUlgJfLLUn4C-r8hUUiIR320AHGClTT-Htr-v41dHElhIFktkBhmJe0_Z2NPh4UBWSRxAwONlDFy9Gc293N1aPxx1K_zyS1Xrq_MZ-WV_p7JiDZZW9Lcwa6KYHDrPT8SLuZeeIIxjLrMhvOFn8C9e00LCkbKKvp9-bgEXfmYlxwk_GaEsAKwieDIO5GJxoCfJCuldmwh28ShhlrelFGCG9oSpNlBbqkoZk8_ACsCnFq7rlTo2DcXkq3WE7cWBwm0xpLK0HM5h_tdBfDOiyfgco-WC6OAe6m62W68tVRDtV5vb1K1k6p_UOOx4aiEwLqbKGqERRsJea3dOub7kI8ChkmrRTU_rgwKxCgygmwD9bjAro0-KI1bmEykyc87bCfmfkvipqmrUgTDBhFETYmuAZp2doGljws=&c=weEmeNrL8X0GXK5msKusSEGsQM0ceANb0IS1avS-3pzv5pl9p3_Ebg==&ch=LZLKxNTn7o1IYnlqymILmbsg5otaMUjevdDoWSXenEiT5BRgFu5YUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tDAeMxEe1XiZoCb95ebPedrkg0FpaDXlMap3q4GKOMJt4pJ72BJvlTEeT5X9dw0zgULoUc_o-ZHcEt0qIFUDI1sfMxaLQGnIT5IbdYgWjjdfUjjJdjjDsk_PyBJiQhB7RksRiwxUs0UZgnO4webyZDCPPOKfWn64ath7q69gvopx9a9Lmy3uOUmYhuW7UzEWeUrgfRiZXGic95Dif7qaZCsCsLeotOXV1a8bzdC5eA0ezLuyUp-ZEg4IPDWkm9kj_tfu_Kdaa2QeIGerVtC5CYhxliokX_SuzFG_R3sZUN2tUD1TVVWJx7dPgTjj012BnO0GPVnwfmfeX4iIHbe2q461haHHpHS-8Ps7s3QxKH5E1qhNnsLkZ3f7LPMIw0OqTSbEBb5sgZX_-OUmtKDnHOzkvqN2P7VUYY2pPSWC7R5I02Mw2XGHFuwMc5j4pzANVPiCLdba7nI=&c=weEmeNrL8X0GXK5msKusSEGsQM0ceANb0IS1avS-3pzv5pl9p3_Ebg==&ch=LZLKxNTn7o1IYnlqymILmbsg5otaMUjevdDoWSXenEiT5BRgFu5YUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tDAeMxEe1XiZoCb95ebPedrkg0FpaDXlMap3q4GKOMJt4pJ72BJvlTEeT5X9dw0zgULoUc_o-ZHcEt0qIFUDI1sfMxaLQGnIT5IbdYgWjjdfUjjJdjjDsk_PyBJiQhB7RksRiwxUs0UZgnO4webyZDCPPOKfWn64ath7q69gvopx9a9Lmy3uOUmYhuW7UzEWeUrgfRiZXGic95Dif7qaZCsCsLeotOXV1a8bzdC5eA0ezLuyUp-ZEg4IPDWkm9kj_tfu_Kdaa2QeIGerVtC5CYhxliokX_SuzFG_R3sZUN2tUD1TVVWJx7dPgTjj012BnO0GPVnwfmfeX4iIHbe2q461haHHpHS-8Ps7s3QxKH5E1qhNnsLkZ3f7LPMIw0OqTSbEBb5sgZX_-OUmtKDnHOzkvqN2P7VUYY2pPSWC7R5I02Mw2XGHFuwMc5j4pzANVPiCLdba7nI=&c=weEmeNrL8X0GXK5msKusSEGsQM0ceANb0IS1avS-3pzv5pl9p3_Ebg==&ch=LZLKxNTn7o1IYnlqymILmbsg5otaMUjevdDoWSXenEiT5BRgFu5YUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tDAeMxEe1XiZoCb95ebPedrkg0FpaDXlMap3q4GKOMJt4pJ72BJvlTEeT5X9dw0zXG2t_UCm-xoIRHEUDXvGMxVU_mJMB6ptIE2J-EHalR4tPT9aWT4BX0RultA8cTqYdfzxC0M1jSyHmR3JTOIKKH6ks6ERPzFDEQzv9JwAhjHAm5Pp4-FiafR0AO_CzRiaXgR6KvOfISeXOz8HSUHf4_9NcBfweLrLCDYqGy71tx8V61btbuXtW57NF6EaMn7QxAPoVh77RnGgL7Rj3c3gFaHonKZ1vfdYHHKR73Fl0hRTqXgSAob3H-18_fu-X6sPU1soPYoUhxaBys9DBbuqYnQgtOkII1V4A1YePv9xds1aAcPBm4WnOsvh_MyuuZnOWlbJed-e0V7f9oxKfwPdYQ5O2a5ynmimV_qbZ0lCCnAiaVLzVJPFesUkOIojuTJ0jx6JQ-pmBCbhHOO-ljPDYP4S_-liPoVPIZE1mKw935GAwBqo2dfm0SwhKZxXNB9xGLd_Lm8rQ5CZnHIYDyKtkJk-Z_P8bClg&c=weEmeNrL8X0GXK5msKusSEGsQM0ceANb0IS1avS-3pzv5pl9p3_Ebg==&ch=LZLKxNTn7o1IYnlqymILmbsg5otaMUjevdDoWSXenEiT5BRgFu5YUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tDAeMxEe1XiZoCb95ebPedrkg0FpaDXlMap3q4GKOMJt4pJ72BJvlTEeT5X9dw0ze9h79ABdA1VhVyH5qiusHJbdOm7Gj7tUlaAF6m5HslCLn_qLbYG22lkFavz2Gzq-B1_o0wQH5IGV_qHlUsDxDAj5tmh1_Lfbab6FbUlbxDSeKZ1OpTSSYPRJKtsHw7XkSeQmgijvKDFc-2FPsLFMTM_sLjEPtPj2gAZRSFXEXrzhp8r2B9advcWa88umsR87ffwKeRwyxcVIupjYr_eolU7EZiplTMfX7VOAmAzkQ-SLTQ5Obz7gylSox7s4wNqhdePDIK8JCAM7S7t_bow-pLyJmkB8iddI3h43Tl6bl91ppu41VyzuPRN4zIPC2P-VKITg-CeRvAl68dqAKYONis4ol0t25KHWAacSUPdfBuT6sQNArNk5TnAROceA1bnPpGGqYI_7dC3dfRrhQL5NBuoSL1QDCGZzXDHOBlFpDxh5XQ3kbJ9dTlalol0mi941QVqqzOYiOgDXwDhr1Q27bA==&c=weEmeNrL8X0GXK5msKusSEGsQM0ceANb0IS1avS-3pzv5pl9p3_Ebg==&ch=LZLKxNTn7o1IYnlqymILmbsg5otaMUjevdDoWSXenEiT5BRgFu5YUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tDAeMxEe1XiZoCb95ebPedrkg0FpaDXlMap3q4GKOMJt4pJ72BJvlTEeT5X9dw0ze9h79ABdA1VhVyH5qiusHJbdOm7Gj7tUlaAF6m5HslCLn_qLbYG22lkFavz2Gzq-B1_o0wQH5IGV_qHlUsDxDAj5tmh1_Lfbab6FbUlbxDSeKZ1OpTSSYPRJKtsHw7XkSeQmgijvKDFc-2FPsLFMTM_sLjEPtPj2gAZRSFXEXrzhp8r2B9advcWa88umsR87ffwKeRwyxcVIupjYr_eolU7EZiplTMfX7VOAmAzkQ-SLTQ5Obz7gylSox7s4wNqhdePDIK8JCAM7S7t_bow-pLyJmkB8iddI3h43Tl6bl91ppu41VyzuPRN4zIPC2P-VKITg-CeRvAl68dqAKYONis4ol0t25KHWAacSUPdfBuT6sQNArNk5TnAROceA1bnPpGGqYI_7dC3dfRrhQL5NBuoSL1QDCGZzXDHOBlFpDxh5XQ3kbJ9dTlalol0mi941QVqqzOYiOgDXwDhr1Q27bA==&c=weEmeNrL8X0GXK5msKusSEGsQM0ceANb0IS1avS-3pzv5pl9p3_Ebg==&ch=LZLKxNTn7o1IYnlqymILmbsg5otaMUjevdDoWSXenEiT5BRgFu5YUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tDAeMxEe1XiZoCb95ebPedrkg0FpaDXlMap3q4GKOMJt4pJ72BJvlTEeT5X9dw0zTgLXcshXnPfJlMCW96cpUwpqkIjw20gKyYyZ8Dqp8v1r73Wjou3GTaI5P8zomwgEPf95mXEI2a43zxhQXHm5BQzsvN6Ipe_M81-CgZOuUQPpdBfPMk5RnfApjwmjJvQmagP9TMOIAKmRBKeXJ1w0zvRHOSudAgLuZ3xVQiw8QISvS3LoxwCGqEkDc23g4JrZam7Ag1DxJqkWTHmPRW_XVsmYhuV-pkoVCoFdvipkpIATDGEVYKk3PRQCdagZCpG1Xg7mudVKW60qGNeEFSHP-ZnVhWcciGZKB8yZHutDsn0GLrps7-nUQzvOZeLfUqAaP3LFyinfNcueIMHMqa0sddT1PAj-Dn3kD10Ods0NXGve1JBP8Cz6LRTMxJ_ss3hmHG_UtIWqsbmboNHU1iWakCZyj_H-EZtfW1YrKDHb8owTlKhwmwQwhkUvyz-LE8xA2tMzS_2XEURhG2ewHfMN-5UxRZ5LrK4e&c=weEmeNrL8X0GXK5msKusSEGsQM0ceANb0IS1avS-3pzv5pl9p3_Ebg==&ch=LZLKxNTn7o1IYnlqymILmbsg5otaMUjevdDoWSXenEiT5BRgFu5YUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tDAeMxEe1XiZoCb95ebPedrkg0FpaDXlMap3q4GKOMJt4pJ72BJvlTEeT5X9dw0zTgLXcshXnPfJlMCW96cpUwpqkIjw20gKyYyZ8Dqp8v1r73Wjou3GTaI5P8zomwgEPf95mXEI2a43zxhQXHm5BQzsvN6Ipe_M81-CgZOuUQPpdBfPMk5RnfApjwmjJvQmagP9TMOIAKmRBKeXJ1w0zvRHOSudAgLuZ3xVQiw8QISvS3LoxwCGqEkDc23g4JrZam7Ag1DxJqkWTHmPRW_XVsmYhuV-pkoVCoFdvipkpIATDGEVYKk3PRQCdagZCpG1Xg7mudVKW60qGNeEFSHP-ZnVhWcciGZKB8yZHutDsn0GLrps7-nUQzvOZeLfUqAaP3LFyinfNcueIMHMqa0sddT1PAj-Dn3kD10Ods0NXGve1JBP8Cz6LRTMxJ_ss3hmHG_UtIWqsbmboNHU1iWakCZyj_H-EZtfW1YrKDHb8owTlKhwmwQwhkUvyz-LE8xA2tMzS_2XEURhG2ewHfMN-5UxRZ5LrK4e&c=weEmeNrL8X0GXK5msKusSEGsQM0ceANb0IS1avS-3pzv5pl9p3_Ebg==&ch=LZLKxNTn7o1IYnlqymILmbsg5otaMUjevdDoWSXenEiT5BRgFu5YUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tDAeMxEe1XiZoCb95ebPedrkg0FpaDXlMap3q4GKOMJt4pJ72BJvlTEeT5X9dw0zrM7rAHTVTYAmg0-ZAln6pCGuJlV5nqgNqjT6W4JOOZowePj6RKuP61SMbnC1icssg9RAgx8T1dIOhbz5w0TI8gCNInSAzhe5FZK8BuQeha83QbXN7lji_Q==&c=weEmeNrL8X0GXK5msKusSEGsQM0ceANb0IS1avS-3pzv5pl9p3_Ebg==&ch=LZLKxNTn7o1IYnlqymILmbsg5otaMUjevdDoWSXenEiT5BRgFu5YUA==

In July, the National Academy for State Health Policy produced the report, “Expanded Federal
Investment in Home and Community-Based Services: State Approaches to Serve Children and
Youth.” According to CMS guidance, States may direct funds from theincreased Medicaid FMAP
under the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) to introduce, expand, or strengthen the HCBS
benefits, including respite and family caregiver support. This report documents these activities.

Three States (CO, ID, and WV) planned to use their enhanced Medicaid HCBS FMAP under
APRA to support respite care for children’s caregivers through a variety of strategies. Seven
States (Arizona, Delaware, Hawaii, Idaho, lowa, Michigan, Minnesota, and West Virginia)
proposed efforts to provide training and peer supportforfamily caregivers, particularly those with
children with complex health care needs. Three States (AZ, MN and IL) proposed using the
increased FMAP funds under ARPA to enhance access to HCBS by providing reimbursement
specifically for family caregivers of children. Read more and download the report.

Research and Training Center Looks at BRFSS Data on Caregiver Demographics

The National Rehabilitation Research and Training Center on Family Support (NCFS), University
of Pittsburgh, produced a brief on “Caregiver Profile: A Closer Look at Spousal Caregivers,” July
2022. Using data from the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) and National
Health and Aging Trends Study (NHATS) National Study of Caregiving (NSOC), the
demographics and key indicators of the physical, mental, emotional, and financial health of
spousal caregivers are examined. This brief also identifies spousal caregivers in both younger
(<65) and older (65+) age cohorts with disability and provides insight into factors such as health
status, work, finances, and access to services among these subgroups. Read the brief.

Upcoming Webinars and Conferences

National Academy to Host Webinar on National Family Caregiving Strategy

On October 3, 2022, from 2:00-3:00pm (ET), the National Academy for State Health Policy
(NASHP) will host the webinar, “National Family Caregiving Strategy: A State Roadmap for
Supporting Family Caregivers.” NASHP is hosting this webinar to discuss the opportunities
within the newly released National Family Caregiving Strategy and how it can provide a roadmap
for States that are interested in developing and expanding supports for family caregivers. A
federal official, State administrator, and philanthropic expert will give an overview of the first-of-
its-kind National Family Caregiving Strategy and will highlight how the State of Delaware is
listening to family caregivers to better support their needs. NASHP’s RAISE Act Family
Caregiver Resource and Dissemination Center is holding this webinar, with generous support
from The John A. Hartford Foundation and RRF Foundation for Aging. Register here.

CMS Offers Webinar on Implementing EVV for Home Health Services

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) is hosting the webinar, “Building on
Successes Toward Implementation of Electronic Visit Verification for Home Health Care
Services,” on Sept. 14, 2022, from 1:30 — 3:00pm (EST). This training will build on promising
practices forimplementing Electronic Visit Verification (EVV) forMedicaid personal care services
(PCS) to discuss considerations for States as they implement and adapt their EVV solutions to
accommodate Medicaid home health care services (HHCS). Experiences shared in EVW
Learning Collaboratives, compliance surveys, and targeted interviews with States and
stakeholders will inform recommendations in areas of system design and redesign, stakeholder
engagement, compliance with the Cures Act, and more. Please register for this webinar here.

Registration is Open for AUCD In-Person Conference on Health Equity

AUCD announced this week that registration is open for the in-person conference scheduled for
November 13-16. This year’s theme is "Health Equity: Serving the Whole Person." The AUCD 2022
Conference will be held at the Marriott Marquis Washington. You may find more information and
register here.
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