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Initiatives in Missouri 
  

• Military Summit-Health and Mental Health Providers 

Meeting the Needs of the Veterans & Military  Families 

• Development of the Road Map to Military Resources 

• Differientiating Mental Illness and TBI and TBI 

Brochures 

• Brain Injury and Resource Guide-Web based Training 

Module 

 

 

 



A Summit for Health and Human 
Services Professionals 

• Meeting the Needs of Veterans and Military 
Families 
– Missouri National Guard 
– Provider Perspectives 
– Competencies 
– Assessment 
– Synchronization of Services 
– Research & Service Improvements: Bridging the Gap 
– Where do we go from here? 



Development of the Road Map to 
Military Resources 

• Partners 
– Missouri Department of Health and Senior 

Services 
– Missouri Veterans Commission 
– Missouri National Guard 
– Department of Veteran Affairs 
– Missouri Association of Veteran Service 

Organizations (MAVO) 
– MU Extension- Operation Military Kids 



Military Systems of Care/Access Points 



Public Awareness Brochures  

• Traumatic Brain Injury: Information for service 
members and their loved ones. 
– Channing Bête 
– Missouri National Guard 
– Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services 

• Differentiating Mental Health and Traumatic Brain 
Injury 
– Missouri Brain Injury Association 
– Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services 

 
 





Missouri 
Brain Injury 

Advisory 
Council 

Partners 



Partners Continued 

• Missouri National Guard 
• Military Life Consultants 
• University of Missouri School of Social Work 
• Harry S. Truman Veterans Administration 

Hospital 
• University of Missouri- Extension 
• Missouri Association of Veterans Service 

Organizations-(MAVO) 
 



Partners Continued 

• Park University- Dept of Social Work 
• MU-Graduate School 
• Lincoln University Center for Suicide 

Prevention 
• Missouri Department of Mental Health 
• Fort Leonard Wood Community Hospital 
• Veterans Affairs 
• Vet Centers 

 
 



Next Steps 

• Continued discussions with Missouri National 
Guard regarding the continuity of care for TBI 

• Bring more federal and state partners to 
discussions about systems of care. 

  



Levels of Collaboration 

• Networking  
 

• Cooperation 
 

• Coordination 
 

• Coalition 
 

• Collaboration 



Build on Assets 

• Identify strengths of each of the partners 
 

• Identify strengths of the communities in which 
soldier reintegration is occurring 
 

• Identify the strengths of the military service 
member and families 



United We Stand  

• Step One: Understand Military Culture 
 

• Step Two: Build Rapport and Trust 
 

• Step Three: Listen for the Common Ground 
 

• Step Four: “Come along side one another” 



Contact Information: 
Melody Boling, MSW, LCSW 

 TBI Project Coordinator  
UMKC-Institute for Human Development 

930 Wildwood Drive  
Jefferson City, Missouri 65102 

573-751-6246 
 

Melody.Boling@health.mo.gov 
 

Bolingm@umkc.edu 
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