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Health Resources and Services Administration’s Maternal and Child Health Bureau 

10th Annual Federal Traumatic Brain Injury Program State Grantee Meeting 
March 15 & 16,  2007 

 
Agenda 

Learning Objectives:  
 
The overall learning objective is to learn strategies for building and sustaining dynamic 
partnerships and collaborations in which the Lead Agency has a significant role in affecting the 
impact of the outcomes.   To do so:    
 

• Grantees will be able to identify strategies for building and sustaining dynamic 
collaborations with key stakeholders, organizations and agencies.    

• Grantees will learn how they can use where they sit within State government and what 
can be done to move the issues of TBI forward from their position in the State. 

• Grantees will be able to identify strategies for getting people on board to carry out the 
mission. 

• Grantees will have an opportunity to showcase their products focusing on strategies, 
impact and outcomes.  

• Grantees will be able to identify strategies used by States in developing a culture of 
evaluation for the TBI Program in their States and what impact and outcome these 
strategies have had. 

 
Thursday – March 15, 2007 
 
7:30 am Registration and Continental Breakfast    Foyer 

               
8:30 am           Welcome and TBI Program Report    Grand Ballroom  

Janie Martin Heppel, Federal TBI Program Director  B, C, & D 
 

8:45 am      Supporting Children and Youth with Traumatic  
      Brain Injury:  Don’t Worry, Be Synappy   Grand Ballroom 

    Paula Denslow, Tennessee   B, C, & D 
    Jean Doster, Tennessee 
    Chrystal Snyder, Arizona 

   
10:15 am        State Showcase Presentation   Grand Ballroom 
      Rebecca Zeltinger, TBI TAC   B, C, & D 
 
10:30 am      Break    Foyer 
 
10:45 am     Breakout Sessions 
 

Let’s Talk Advisory Boards!  Sponsored by the 
Advisory Board Learning Community   Lilac 
Jodi Hanna, Wisconsin 
Steve Perrett, Alabama 
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  Understanding Your Role:  A Discussion with the 

 Individuals with TBI & Family Members 
Learning Community      Wisdom 
Marilyn Hern, Idaho 

 
How to Manage the Big Top When the Sideshows Are 
Taking Over:  A Discussion with the Project Directors 
Learning Community   Juniper 
Peter Best, California  
Michael Deegan, Kansas 
Beth Hudnall Stamm, Idaho 

 
Identifying Students Struggling in School Because 
of a Traumatic Brain Injury   Balance 
Mike Davis, West Virginia 
Pat Sample, Colorado State University 

 
Engaging with Your Maternal and Child Health 
Department   Lavender 
Carolyn Cass, Pennsylvania 

                        Elizabeth McGuire, HRSA Maternal and Child Health Bureau 
Toni Wall, Maine 

 
12:15 pm         Lunch – 10th Anniversary Celebration   Grand Ballroom 
                        Janie Martin Heppel, Federal TBI Program Director  B, C, & D  

 
1:45 pm     Breakout Sessions    

 
Helping Your System Begin to Embrace 
Cultural Competency   Wisdom 
Allen Lewis, Virginia 

 
Advantages & Challenges of Being the Lead Agency 
for Brain Injury within State Government  Lavender 
Sandy Ellsworth, North Carolina 
Patti Goodall, Virginia 
Page Melton, Virginia 

 
School Days, School Daze:  Developing Relationships 
to Support Students with TBI    Juniper 
Robin Castle, Vermont 
Leigh Clark, Vermont 
Lori Risk, West Virginia 

 
Screening for Traumatic Brain Injury:  
What’s in It for Me?      Balance 
Jenny Bogner, Ohio  
Ken Carlson, Minnesota 
Sharyl Helgeson, Minnesota 
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Pros and Cons of a TBI Waiver   Lilac 
Michael Deegan, Kansas 
Linda Gillet, New Mexico 
Debbie Wighs, Kansas  

 
3:15 pm          Break   Foyer 
 
3:45 pm          Program Evaluation:  Way More Fun Than a 
                       Root Canal!   Grand Ballroom  
                       Allen Lewis, Virginia   B, C, & D 
                       Anne McDonnell, Virginia  
                       Jack Tenenbaum, Maryland 
  
5:15 pm          Adjourn   
               

  
 

ENJOY YOUR EVENING! 
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Health Resources and Services Administration’s Maternal and Child Health Bureau 
10th Annual Federal Traumatic Brain Injury Program State Grantee Meeting 

March 15 & 16,  2007 
 

Agenda 
 
Friday – March 16, 2007 
 
8:00 am           Registration and Continental Breakfast   Foyer   
  
9:00 am      Brain Injury - The Aftermath of War   Grand Ballroom 
      Judy Avner, New York   B, C, & D 
      Pat Ryan Greene Gumson, New York 
                        Debra Kamen, Massachusetts 

     
10:15 am         Break        Foyer 
 
10:30 am         Breakout Sessions 
 
                        Strengthening the Full Participation of Individuals  
                        with TBI & Family Members    Wisdom 
                        Jan Brown, Virginia 
                        Marilyn Hern, Idaho 

      Sakena McWright, NDRN 
      Ralph Shields, New York 

 
      The More You Know…Training Strategies 
      and Outcomes      Balance 

Casey Crothers, Rhode Island 
      Maria Crowley, Alabama 
      Linda Veldheer, South Carolina 
    

 Medicaid Redesign      Lavender 
Mike Davis, West Virginia 
Lori Risk, West Virginia 
Russ Spearman, Idaho 
 

    Pick Me!  Pick Me!  The Impact of Key  
    Stakeholders (for Better or Worse) Lilac 

Alan Gift, Utah 
Don Hood, Oregon 
Sherry Stock, Oregon 
 

    Conducting Outreach to the Military and Veterans 
    Systems  Juniper 

Jennifer Clarke, Virginia 
Tom Zampieri, Blinded Veterans Association 
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12:00 pm         Lunch        Grand Ballroom 

TBI:  The Signature Injury of the Iraq War   B, C, & D 
Sgt. Patrick Campbell, Iraq & Afghanistan  
Veterans of America 

 
1:30 pm Breakout Sessions 
 

      “It’s My Choice” Person and Family Directed 
      Services Focus Area Work Group  Lilac 
 Lori Brenneke, Missouri 
 Michael Deegan, Kansas 
 John Sandford, Connecticut  
 Ralph Shields, New York 
 

            HRSA Grants Management     Wisdom 
Sarah Morgan, HRSA Division of Grants 
Management Operations 
 

 Strange Bedfellows Build Dynamic Collaborations Lavender   
Ellen Edgerly, New Hampshire 
Jan Eidlebach, Alaska  
Jill Hodges, Alaska 
John Richards, New Hampshire 

 
 Money Follows the Person     Juniper 
 Traci Adair, Washington 
 Dianne Kayala, Rhode Island 
 Valerie Wootton, Washington 

 
 Aging and TBI:  New Opportunities for 
 Collaboration       Balance 
 Greg Case, The U.S. Administration on Aging  
 Marcia Cooper, Maine 
 Erin Weaver, Vermont 

 
3:00 pm          Break        Foyer 
 
3:15 pm           State Showcase Presentation    Grand Ballroom 
                        Ralph Shields, New York     B, C, & D 
                        Rebecca Zeltinger, TBI TAC 
 
3:30 pm          Awards and Concluding Remarks     Grand Ballroom 
 Janie Martin Heppel, Federal TBI Program Director  B, C, & D  

 
4:00 pm     Adjourn  
 
 

 
SAFE TRAVELS ON YOUR WAY HOME! 


