@ongress of the United States
Washington, BC 20515

September 20, 2006

The Honorable James T. Walsh The Honorable Chet Edwards

Chairman Ranking Member

Military Quality of Life, Veterans Affairs Military Quality of Life, Veterans Affairs
and Related Agencies Subcommittee and Related Agencies Subcommittee
House Appropriations Committee House Appropriations Committee

H-143 U.S. Capitol Building 1016 Longworth HOB

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Walsh and Ranking Member Edwards:

As you prepare for a conference with the Senate Defense Appropriations Subcommittee,
we urge your support for $19 million for the Defense and Veterans Brain Injury Center (DVBIC)
under Health Affairs, Operation and Maintenance, as contained in the Senate passed Defense
Appropriations bill for FY2007. As $7 million is already in the Defense Health Program POM,
this $12 million plus up would fund the program at a total of $19 million for the year, to be
administered by the U.S. Army Medical Research and Materiel Command at Fort Detrick.

Established in 1992, the DVBIC is a component of the military health care system that
integrates clinical care and clinical follow-up, with applied research, treatment and training. The
program was created after the first Gulf War to address the need for an overall systemic program
for providing brain injury specific care and rehabilitation within the Department of Defense and
the Department of Veterans Affairs. It provides a unique and necessary collaboration between
the DoD and the VA Healthcare systems to provide continuity of care from the battlefield to
rehab and back to active duty or civilian life

Traumatic brain injury (TBI) is now the signature injury of the conflict in Iraq, and some
28% of casualties involve TBI, many caused by blast injuries from improvised explosive
devices. The DVBIC is leading the effort to elucidate patterns of brain injury from blasts,
including providing guidelines for the assessment and follow-up care after blast-related TBI
within the military environment. Ongoing DVBIC research is linked to clinical care programs to
ensure that information learned from caring for these individuals will be disseminated to military
and veteran treatment facilities and added to the medical literature. Continuing collaboration
with military experts on blast injuries, working with preclinical subjects, also will help to better
understand the injuries our troops sustain.

In addition to supporting and providing treatment, rehabilitation and case management at
each of the eight primary DVBIC centers,' the DVBIC includes a regional network of additional

! Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Washington, DC; James A. Haley Veterans Hospital, Tampa, FL; Naval
Medical Center San Diego, San Diego, CA; Virginia NeuroCare, Inc., Charlottesville, VA; Minneapolis Veterans
Affairs Medical Center, Minneapolis, MN; Veterans Affairs Palo Alto Health Care System, Palo Alto, CA; Hunter
McGuire Veterans Affairs Medical Center, Richmond, VA; Wilford Hall Medical Center, Lackland Air Force Base,
TX.
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secondary veterans hospitals capable of providing brain injury care and rehabilitation which are
linked to the lead centers for training, referrals and consultation.

Continued strong congressional support is vital, particularly due to the increased
number of injuries from blasts and the need for strategically placed trained specialists to
assure that all troops are counted and served.

We respectfully request funding of $19 million for the Defense and Veterans Brain Injury
Center (DVBIC) as contained in the Senate passed Defense Appropriations bill for FY2007.

It is critical that we continue to support our active duty military men and women
sustaining brain injuries, and respectfully request $12 million be added to the Defense Health
Program for this program.

Sincerely,

ZAL
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Cc: Chairman Lewis
Ranking Member Obey
Chairman Young
Ranking Member Murtha



Defense and Veterans Brain Injury Center FY07 Signers: 106

Allen, Tom
Andrews, Robert
Baldwin, Tammy
Bean, Melissa
Blumenauer, Earl
Bordallo, Madeleine
Bradley, Jeb
Brady, Bob
Brown, Sherrod
Burgess, Michael
Butterfield, George
Capuano, Michael
Christensen, Donna
Cleaver, Emanuel
Clyburn, James
Davis, Artur
Davis, Danny
Davis, Jim

Davis, Lincoln
Davis, Susan
Davis, Tom
DeFazio, Peter
Doggett, Lloyd
Doyle, Mike
Duncan, John
Emanuel, Rahm
Eshoo, Anna
Etheridge, Bob
Evans, Lane
Ferguson, Mike
Filner, Bob
Fitzpatrick, Michael
Gerlach, Jim
Goode, Virgil
Grijalva, Raul
Hayes, Robin
Herger, Walter
Higgins, Brian
Hinchey, Maurice
Holden, Tim
Honda, Michael
Jefferson, William
Kaptur, Marcy
Kelly, Sue

Kildee, Dale
Kind, Ron
Kucinich, Dennis
Kuhl, Randy
Langevin, James
Lantos, Tom

Lee, Barbara
Levin, Sander
Linder, John
LoBiondo, Frank
Lynch, Stephen
Maloney, Carolyn
Marshall, Jim
McCarthy, Carolyn
McCollum, Betty
McDermott, Jim
McGovern, James
McNulty, Michael

-Meehan, Martin

Meeks, Gregory
Millender-McDonald,
Juanita

Miller, George
Miller, Jeff

Murtha, John
Nadler, Jerrold
Oberstar, James
Olver, John
Pallone, Frank
Pascrell, Bill
Payne, Donald
Peterson, Collin
Platts, Todd Russell
Rahall, Nick
Reichert, Dave
Renzi, Rick

Ross, Michael

Ruppersberger, C.A. Dutch

Rush, Bobby
Ryan, Tim
Sanchez, Linda
Sanchez, Loretta
Sanders, Bernie
Saxton, Jim
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Schiff, Adam
Schwartz, Allyson
Sherman, Bradley
Simmons, Rob
Smith, Adam
Snyder, Victor
Solis, Hilda
Spratt, John
Stupak, Bart
Taylor, Gene
Terry, Lee
Thompson, Bennie
Thompson, Mike
Tierney, John
Van Hollen, Chris
Waters, Maxine
Waxman, Henry
Wexler, Robert
Woolsey, Lynn



